DIET AND CLIMATE
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[AUstralia's' National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 199071995 and 1999~
: End Use AIIocatlon of Emissions. ]



Tonnes

A tonne of beef CO,-e

60-
produces more
than double the 50+
greenhouse gas
Emissionsiofa 401
tonnerof 5l
aluminium, and
over a hundred 204
times the
emissions of a 101
tonne of wheat.

[Australia's National Greenhouse Gas 0

Inventory 1990 , 1995 and 1999 - End Beef Aluminium  Wheat
Use Allocation of Emissions.]
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The 2.7 megatonnes of methane
created by 28 million cows and 103
million sheep in Australia in 2005
accounted for over 55 percent of total
methane emissions in this country.

[ABARE Australian Commodity Statistics 2007]



potent than carbon dioxide as
a greenhouse gas.

[Forster, V. et al. (2007). Changes in Atmospheric Constituents and in
Radiative Forcing. In S. Solomon et al. editors, Climate Change 2007: The
Physical Science Basis. Cambridge University Press.]
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If Jand used for: grazmg of beef
cattle and dairy herds was freed, .
1S\would make available
around 110 m|J|o hectares (an

area the size of / and
Victoria put -t-Ege er).

[Lenzen .and Murray,-Ecological Footp‘ nt - Issues and Trends, University of Sydney, 2003]
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World Population Growth,
Actual and Projected, 1950-2050

|—3 Billion (1960) — & Billion (1999)
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Source: United Nations. 1998. Worid Population Prospects (The 1998 Rewision),
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Galloping meat consumption

(land animals)
[kg per person per year]

Australia 104 114
us )/ 126
Europe 56 69
Brazil 28 81
Japan 8 44

China 4 53

[http://earthtrends.wri.org]



1T meat con “lJmoer con rm les
to increase at the current rate,

alid everyone eatsias muchimeat
asttiieraverage Amem;m) g/

2050
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Land animals slaughtered in Australia
for human consumption, 2004-2005

Cattle 8,200,000
Calves 900,000
Sheep 13,300,000
Lambs 20,200,000
Pigs 5,300,000
Chickens 453,900,000
Other fowls and turkeys 10,300,000
Ducks and drakes 5,400,000
Total 518,000,000

[Year Book Australia (2006), Australian Bureau of Statistics]
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Annualiiwaterusagerioranmal
agricuitirennAustalia2004=2005

Dairy farming 3,542 gigalitres
Cattie Sy2291gigalitres
ShEep s Wool 174 gigalitres
Other | 15105 gigalitres

Total annual consumption'of 8 650 glgalltres |s £

52% of: aII water consumed by agrlculture I
| ”. T ! J. [B’alanélng Act, CSIRO and 'nlver5|ty of Sydney 2005] :

LR i 4 - 4
i Ny I |



Global average virtual water content
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[Hoekstra AK & Chapagain AK (2007) Water footprints of nations: water use by people as a
function of their consumption pattern. Water Resource Management 21: 35-48]
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The average Australian
diet needs 27 hectares
per person

A vegetarian diet
heeds 4 hectares
per person

[taken from www. myfootprint.org]
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Green YourDiel

A vegetarian diet, or even better a vegan diet,
can do more for the planet than replacing the
family car.with an energy-efficient hybrid model.

Thinking of making the change? Ask us how!

WWW.tasVveq.org




